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THE DRreAM

T HAVE HAD MANY
STRANGE DREAMS STNCE
MY HEART OPERATTON

A SEDUCTIVE BT
TN RED ST+ AND BL-ACH
LACE AFPPCARES

HER BRTDESAATD
T MELANCHOL-TA

T AM QUESTTONED AT
LOME LENGTH ABOUT
MY HEART S Degrres

T A AT ALOSS
FOR WorPrs

THEY HAvE Me
Freueer OUT

T NEY TO TR T
BOTH OF THEM

THE BRTDE SMTLES
oNE SWee T Trss
AND SHE TS GONE

TN A CQLOUD OF STt

AND LACE

MELANCHOLTA ST TS
AND STARES AT ME

THEN

SHE LEANS FOWARD
AND CTNCHES MY CHeEErT

THE QL TcHTEST ST El

WATE U M
WATE U

T WATe e

T AM TN TEARS
T DO NOT FNOW WHY.
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MY WEre WAS ALMOST

A WTDOW

T SAW HeER

veTrLED TN BLACH

BUT SHE WAS SO BEAU T TFUL-
HOW COULD T LEeAVE HERT
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i

T FOLLOW HER BECAUSE
T MUST

T DO NOT FNOW WHERE
SHE TS LEADTNG ME
THE ONCE FAMTLAR GARDEN
TS FULL OF SPTES,

OR JUST PRYTING EYES

T AM NAITED,

SCARRED, FRTGHTENED,
GRATEFUL TO SET FOOT
HERE AGATN, ExVEN TF

TT £ FULL OF FEARS

AND FOREBEODTNG

v2ZZ AR AT F% %

i
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T ROAM THE GARDEN AGATN

Fleree FOrR A

MOMENT.
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MY SWEET COMPANTONS
HAvE WATTED FOR ME
AND WE HAVE TEA TOGETHER.

T s

)
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A TERWAIZTD

ON FEBRUARY THE & TH T AFFERED SEERE
CHEST PATNS WHTLE OUT WALIING. T CHECHED
MYSELF TNTO EMERGENCY AT SUNNYBROOHT
HOSPTTAL, AND AFTER “VARTOUS TESTS T
WAS DETERMINED THAT T NEEDED A TRTCPLE
BY-PASS HEAR T OPERATTON T THEN SPENT
TEN DAYS ON THE CARDTAC WARD AWAT TING
WORY ON WHEN THE OPERATTON WAS TO BE
SCHEDULED. TO DEAL WTITH THIS SURPRTSTING
AND FRTGHTENTNG DTIRUCTTON TN MY LIFE,

T BEGAN DRAWTNG TN MY SkteTCl A

T INSTEINCTIVELY STARTED CREATING A
COMTC BOOKT, A FORM OF Vv TRUAL. STORY -
TELLING THAT T HAVE LOWVED Ex/ER STNCE
T WAS A CHTLD GROWTNG UP TN ENGL-AND.

T WAS ON SOME LEVEL OV ERWHELMED BY
THIS TURN OF ENVENTS, BUT DRAWTING HAS
ALWAYTS BEEN A WAY FOR ME TO DEAL WTTH
DIFFTCULT ST TUATTONS BY MAITING A STORY
T CREATE A FRAME ARCUND WHAT WOUL-D
OTHERWTSE BE A ROTLING SEA OF EMOTTONS
T CAN THEN HANDLE THE STTUATTON BET TER
AND ALCSO BE TNVOLNVED TN THE MAHTTING

OF SOMETHTING, THE ENDTNG NOT BETNG CLEAIR,
TJUST AS TN ANY STORY £ MIGHT WreTTE

TN MY CHTLDRENS BOOHS OR THE GIRRAPHTC
NOWVELLS T HAVE BEEN CREATENG LATELY.
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NOTHING COULD HAVE PRAPARED ME FOR THE
GRUELLTNG AFTERMATH OF THE OPERAT TON.

T WAS REDUCED TO A HELPLESS BETNG; AT THE
SAME TTME T HAD SURN TNVED AND WAS FIXKED,
DUE TO THE ASTONTSHING SHTTLL OF THE

QU DR FUAD MOUSSA, WHOSE OPERATING
ROOM CHAT TO HTS TEAM T FOUND TNCREDTBLY
REASCURTNG. THE PRE~-OP TMAGES AND THOSE
CREATED POST-OP REFLECT THE CHANGE TN

MY MENTAL AND PHYSTCAL STATES ACTUALLY
T COULD NOT REALLY SEPARATE THOSE
STATES OF BETNG. T CONTTNVED TO DA

TN MY SHETCH BOOH AF TER BETNG
DTACHARGED FlROM THE HOSPT TAL, AS T STTLL
NEEDED TO WORH THROUGH MY RESPONSES TO
MY NEWS STATE. T FELT GREAT ANKTETY — EACH
TEHE T WENT FOR A WALLLT T FELT T WOULD

FLOY APARET. THE LOGTCAL. STIDE OF ME BEAL-TCED
THAT MY HEART WAS NOW TN GOOD SHAPE,

BUT DEALTNG WTITH THE PHYSTCAL TRAUMA,
THE BLLOW TO THE BODY CAUSED BY THE
PROCEDURE, WAS ANOTHER MAT TER ENTTRELY.
SO ¥ CONTENUVED TO PRAW AND AND TATE

THE TOURNEY T NEEDED TO TAE - MY
TMAGTNATTON HAS ALWAYS BEEN A REFUGE TO
SOFTEN THE BLOWS COF THE WORL-D.

THIS TS MY INTERTOR JTOURNEY, BUT T WAS
SO LUCKHTY TO HAVE MY FAMTLY, FRTENDS
AND THE WONDERFUL. CARE OF THE NURSES AND
DOCTORS AT SUNNY BROOH HOSPTTAL, AND THE
GREAT STAFF AT TORONTO REHAE, TO HELP
ME DEAL WTTH THE PHYSTCAL HEALTNG
THAT T NEEDED TO GET ME BACH TO THTS
PARTTCULAR GARDEN v tin springett
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MART TN SPRTINGET T T8 AN AWARD
WTINNTNG AUTHOR AND TLLUSTRATOR
OF CHTLDRENS BOOKHS AND A MUSTCTAN
HE LTwveES AND WORKHS TN TORONTO

WWW.MARTINSPRINGETT.COM

WWW.SPACEWRECKRECORDS.COM
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