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Terminal

Alan Steinberg

After such knowledge, what forgiveness?

— T. S. Eliot

I can’t make the pain go away
make the cells 
stay where they should
do what they should—
shape life, not end it

I can’t make the daylight linger
not even an hour
not even a minute

I can’t even remember
the way I should
like a camera
eyes open wide
heart open wide
without the word me
in the frame

me without you
me helpless and hopeless

http://journals.sfu.ca/arsmedica
http://journals.sfu.ca/arsmedica
http://journals.sfu.ca/arsmedica


It’s the same
with the name they gave
to what you have
as if the naming matters
as if when you lie down
and close your eyes
the knowing will make
it more bearable

for the both of us

reference
Eliot, T.S. (1920). Gerontion. new York, nY: A.A. Knopf.

 
 

 
 

31

Alan Steinberg is a
teacher at SunY
potsdam. he has 
published fiction 
(Cry of the Leopard,
St. Martin’s press), 
poetry (Fathering,
Sarasota poetry
press), and drama
(The Road to
Corinth, players
press). Email: steinbal
@potsdam.edu

mailto:steinbal@potsdam.edu
mailto:steinbal@potsdam.edu
http://journals.sfu.ca/arsmedica

